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Sen. Clinton Deplores Indoctrination of Palestinian Children 
and Hamas? Use of Children as Human Shields 

Clinton: No negotiations with Hamas Until they Recognize Israel?s Right 
to Exist 

As Sen. Hillary Clinton begins confirmation hearings today (Jan. 13) to become the United 
States? next secretary of state, one issue on which she has been both vocal and clear is her 
outrage over the use of Palestinian classrooms to teach Palestinian children hate and violence 
towards Israel and the West. [1] Clinton also has deplored the use of Palestinian children as 
human shields by Palestinian terrorists [2] - a tactic that Iran-backed Hamas terrorists currently 
are practicing in Gaza. [3]  

Lanny Davis, TIP spokesperson and longtime friend of Senator Clinton praised her testimony and 
committment to the peace process in the Middle East and said, "Senator Clinton has been a tireless 
advocate for children around the world. We look forward to working with her on issues that will protect all 
children of the Middle East no matter if they are Muslim, Jewish or Christian."  
 
At her confirmation hearing today, Clinton said the US would not engage in dialogue with Hamas as long 
as it refuses to renounce violence and recognize Israel?s right to exist. [4]  
 
At the root of the indoctrination problem, Clinton has said, are Palestinian textbooks and TV cartoons that 



glorify suicide missions and other means of violence and teach them that Israel should not exist. [5]  
 
"These textbooks do not give Palestinian children an education; they give them an indoctrination,? Clinton 
said during a press conference on Capitol Hill in 2007. ?This propaganda is dangerous. You know, words 
really matter?Because in idealizing for children a world without Israel, children are taught never to accept 
the reality of the State of Israel, never to strive for a better future that would hold out the promise of peace 
and security to them, and is basically a message of pessimism and fatalism that undermines the possibility 
for these children living lives of fulfillment and productivity.? [6]  
 
Several years earlier, Clinton condemned Palestinian terrorists? use of children on the front lines of battle, 
calling it "horrific child abuse." [7]  
 
As Israel attempts to stop Iran-backed Hamas from its years-long campaign of firing rockets and mortars ? 
more than 3,200 in 2008 alone [8] ? Palestinian children and adults alike are being purposely placed in the 
line of fire by Palestinian terrorists. [9]  
 
An Israel-Arab weekly newspaper article last week told the story of a child describing being used by 
Hamas as scouts, couriers and other support roles. "We the children, in small groups and in civilian 
clothes, are fulfilling missions of support for the [Hamas] Resistance fighters, by transmitting messages 
about the movements of the enemy forces, or by bringing them ammunition and food,? the child said. ?We 
ourselves are not aware of the movements of the Resistance fighters. We see them in one place, they 
suddenly disappear, and then reappear somewhere else. They are like ghosts, it is very hard to find them 
or hurt them.? [10]  
 
An in-depth study released this month by the Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center at the Israel 
Intelligence Heritage & Commemoration Center (IICC), "Hamas Exploitation of Civilians as Human 
Shields,?  shows Hamas? current and past use of children and other civilians as human shields, such as 
by firing rockets at Israel from densely populated residential areas. 
 
The Israel Defense Forces also provided documented evidence through photos and videos, of Palestinian 
children being used as human shields in March 2008. Before attacking buildings Hamas terrorists used 
manufacture rockets, the Israel Defense Forces ? to avoid civilian casualties ? sent warnings to 
Palestinians in Gaza to leave the facilities; Hamas would then call on children and other civilians into and 
around the buildings. [11] Such incidents have been documented by Hamas? own media. View clip 1; 
View clip 2 
 
Hamas Parliament Member Fathi Hammad, in a speech broadcast Feb. 29, 2008 on Hamas? Al-Aqsa TV, 
said, "[The enemies of Allah] do not know that the Palestinian people has developed its [methods] of death 
and death-seeking. For the Palestinian people, death has become an industry, at which women excel, and 
so do all the people living on this land. The elderly excel at this, and so do the mujahideen and the 
children. This is why they have formed human shields of the women, the children, the elderly, and the 
mujahideen, in order to challenge the Zionist bombing machine. It is as if they were saying to the Zionist 
enemy: 'We desire death like you desire life.'" [12] 

Hamas has continued to fire rockets during the temporary humanitarian cease-fire imposed daily to allow a 
free flow of humanitarian aid into Gaza, much of which is directed at children?s needs. Israel Air Force 
footage of a Hamas mortar crew operating inside a Gaza school compound, and a Hamas rocket salvo 
being fired at an Israeli city, during the three hour humanitarian hiatus on 8 Jan 2009: 
Download 
Play   
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